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1. THE FULL FORCE OF THE BULGARIAN AGITPROP MECHANISM IS 
OPERATING IN THE WAKE OF BREZHNEV’S VISIT TO SOFIA TO PUSH 
THE THEME OF CLOSER COOPERATION WITH USSR. EDITORIALS IN 
MEDIA (RADIO AND TV, AS WELL AS PRESS) HAVE STRESSED 
DESIREABILITY OF CLOSER TIES WITH USSR "IN ALL FIELDS OF 
LIFE". FRESHLY PAINTED SIGNS NOW DOT PARTS OF THE LAND- 
SCAPE WITH PHOTOS OF BREZHNEV S BEARHUG OF ZHIVKOV AT 
ARRIVAL SOFIA AIRPORT WITH SLOGANS BINDING TWO NATIONS 
TOGETHER. WE UNDERSTAND THAT VARIOUS AGITPROP MEETINGS 
ARE TAKING PLACE POINTING OUT ADVANTAGES OF WHAT ZHIVKOV 
DESCRIBES AS "NEW QUALITATIVE RELATIONSHIP" WITH USSR. 
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2. WE REMAIN AS MUCH IN DARK AS AVERAGE BULGARIAN, 
HOWEVER, WHAT THESE SLOGANS MAY MEAN IN PRACTICAL 
TERMS. BCP POLITBURO MEMBER ZHIVKO ZHIVKOV PROVIDED 
INTERESTING INTERVIEW IN OCTOBER 3 EDITION "TRUD" IN 
WHICH HE SUPPORTED TODOR ZHIVKOV S FORMULATION LAST 
MONTH. RELATIONS BETWEEN GOB AND USSR, HE SAID, 

"REQUIRE A NEW FORMULATION, E.G., A UNION (SOYUZ) OF 
SOVEREIGN SOCIALIST COUNTRIES". ZHIVKOV REJECTS 
ALLEGATIONS AS BOURGEOIS PROPAGANDA THAT "NATIONAL 
INDEPENDENCE AND NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY OF A STATE 

. . . .DEPENDS ON HOW IT IS SEPARATED FROM THE SOVIET 
UNION". RELATIONS BETWEEN TWO COUNTRIES, HE CONCLUDES, 
ARE "NEW EXPRESSION OF PROLETARIAN INTERNATIONALISM". 
ZHIVKOV INTERVIEW, WHICH IS MOST EXTENSIVE ON SUBJECT 
TO DATE, ALSO FAILS TO SPELL OUT WHAT CONCRETE FORM 
NEW COOPERATION WILL TAKE. HE DOES SAY, HOWEVER, THAT IN 
ECONOMY, "BOTH SIDES HAVE TAKEN A FURTHER STEP TOWARDS 
CLOSER COORDINATION OF NATIONAL PLANS". ZHIVKOV ALSO 
USES PICTURESQUE CHARACTERIZATION OF TWO COUNTRIES AS 
"ONE BODY REFRESHENED WITH SAME BLOOD SYSTEM". 

3. ALTHOUGH IT MAY BE MANY MONTHS BEFORE HARD 
EVIDENCE APPEARS OF WHAT THESE SLOGANS MAY MEAN, 

WE NOTE DEPARTURE YESTERDAY TO MOSCOW OF BCP 
DELEGATION LED BY SECRETARY GEORGI FILIPOV, CHARGED 
WITH ECONOMY AND PLANNING AND SECOND DELEGATION LET 
BY VF.NET .IN KOTSEV, ACCOMPANIED BY MINISTER OF 
INTERNAL TRADE. BOTH GROUPS APPEAR TO BE WORKING 
LEVEL CHARGED WITH DISCUSSING ECONOMIC ARRANGEMENTS 
TO IMPLEMENT POLITICAL AGREEMENTS MADE AT TIME OF 
BREZHNEV VISIT. 
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